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Friday 6th December 2019 
 

From Mrs May 

Christmas is definitely in the air, now that we are in the run up to the school holidays. On Monday 

morning, Oak, FT and FW had a very special treat. Mr Marvel visited and entertained the children 

with his magic show. They loved watching things appear and disappear and they also loved the jokes 

and opportunities to shout out and join in.  

 

On Tuesday, the whole school was invited to the preschool nativity dress rehearsal. Everyone 

enjoyed watching our younger pupils take to the stage for the first time. I was lucky enough to be 

able to watch the show to the parents on Thursday too. It was a lovely performance and all the 

children sung their hearts out. Thank you to Mrs Wallis, Miss Tomazini and the preschool team for all 

their hard work getting the children ready. 
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On Wednesday, UKS2 visited the Beaumont Care Home to sing a selection of Christmas carols to the 

residents. They were holding a special thank you day for their volunteers, so as well as the residents, 

we had a large welcoming audience. Our children sang beautifully and were (as usual) a credit to 

Longwood. Afterwards, they chatted to the old folk and continued to build on relationships already 

kindled during our last visit in October. Unfortunately, I had camera issues (i.e. no battery) so there 

are no photographs.  

To finish the week, FS and KS1 performed their Christmas show to the rest of the school, as their 

final dress rehearsal. Their parents are in for a real treat on Monday, as the show is lively, funny and 

very well executed. The children have worked so hard together; these shows give the children the 

opportunity to learn so much about teamwork and “practice makes perfect”, as well as the more 

obvious performance skills.  

 

Bookstart Treasure Park – Reading Tips 

Every child in preschool has been given a story book to help inspire a lifelong love of stories, rhymes 

and libraries. Here are some key messages to parents, aimed at helping you understand the 

importance of sharing books with your child: 

 Young children need stories and rhymes every day as an essential part of their development. 

Try and build them into your family routine. Just 10 minutes a day of time spent looking and 

talking about books together can really make a big difference. 

 Reading a story and singing a gentle song every night at bedtime can help to settle a child 

ready for sleep. 

 Children love the time and attention that you give them and sharing stories and rhymes 

helps to build loving relationships. Everyone can join in – dads, mums, grandparents, 

siblings. 

 Families are encouraged to share stories and rhymes in their own language(s).  

 Enjoying books helps to build language and communication skills because a child will hear 

lots of new words. As well as reading the story to your child, try to talk about the pictures 

and story together. 

 Books and rhymes don’t just help children with language and listening skills. Research proves 

that children who enjoy reading do better at school in all subjects, including maths. 

Children can build their confidence by choosing their own books and exploring them over and over 

again. Visit your local library as there is a huge range of stories and fact books to choose from. 

For more information and tips, this website is great: www.booktrust.org.uk/supporting-

you/families/reading-tips/how-to-read-with-your-child 

 

Christmas Cookie Competition 

This is a reminder to send in cookies on 9th/10th December, for our Christmas cookie 

competition (KS1, LKS2 and UKS2).  

 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/supporting-you/families/reading-tips/how-to-read-with-your-child
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/supporting-you/families/reading-tips/how-to-read-with-your-child
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News from UKS2 

UKS2 have decided that instead of receiving a Christmas present from Mrs Bresler, they would 

rather her make a donation to “A Bed Instead”. New Hope is a local, Watford based charity which 

organises accommodation and food for people who would otherwise be homeless over the festive 

period. What generous, outward-thinking pupils we have at Longwood! 

 

 

Lost Property 

Several items have gone missing lately. Please can parents check at home, in car boots, etc, to see if 

you have any stray items belonging to other children. If so, please bring them back to school. Items 

which are clearly named do generally make their way back to their owners. So please make sure that 

everything is named prominently. If the name tag is hidden away, it is not always found. 

 

Choir Members – (repeated from last week’s newsletter) 

 Choir will be singing a selection of Christmas carols at the INTU shopping centre in Watford 

on Tuesday 10th December at 11am. Please can all singers wear a Santa hat and some 

tinsel if possible. Parents are welcome to watch us perform! (We will be performing on 

the bridge near John Lewis; come and find us!) 

 

Parent Guidance 

If you are looking for a stocking filler for your partner (or yourself), I highly 

recommend Michael Rosen’s Book of Play! It’s an easy read, fully of easy-to-

implement ideas about why play matters so much. It’s suitable for parents of every 

single child at Longwood. 

  



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

 

  Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page!  

FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 

 
 
 

 

 

Smarties Challenge Update -  
We are pleased to announce that we have had 50 Smarties tubes returned to Mrs. May. We have 
raised £113.74 for our school’s charity, 52 Lives, and a further £100 for our school. We will use this 
to fund a fun and interactive learning event for our children. 
 
The raffle draw will take place on Monday morning. There will now be 3 lucky winners as everyone 
worked so hard!  
 
A huge thank you to everyone for all your support. 

 

Upcoming events -   
Calling all parents! We are so excited to tell you about our next event, Sing-along Mamma Mia Movie 
Night!  This is a charity event and all the money raised will be donated to the school charity, 52 Lives, 
and to Tommy’s, a charity which Mrs May is currently supporting. Please come and support these 
charitable causes while having some sing-song fun! Drinks and snacks will be available to buy on the 
night.  
 
The easiest way to buy tickets is via our online link https://forms.gle/PvCdFTh7MZpxyySXA 
 
Please see the attached flyer for further details.  
 
 
 
For latest news and updates, search for Fri  ends of Longwood and request to join the group. 

 
 

Longwood FoL Class Reps 

 

 
 

 

 

 

FT - Kapila FW - Leena FS - Lucinda Y1/Y2 - Priya Y3 -Julie Y4 - Yogi Y6 - Tracy Y5 - Hala 

https://forms.gle/PvCdFTh7MZpxyySXA
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Attachments to the Newsletter 

 Mamma Mia Poster 

 Mamma Mia Form 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 9th Dec 2pm in the school hall FS & KS1 Christmas 
Show 

All parents welcome. 

Tuesday 10th Dec INTU Shopping Centre, 
during the morning 

Choir carol singing All children to wear a Santa 
hat and tinsel (optional). 

Wednesday 11th 
Dec 

During the school day FS, KS1, LKS2 & UKS2 
trip to the 
Pantomime at 
Watford Palace 
Theatre 

Travel will be by coach. 
Packed lunch required, as 
we will return to school too 
late for a school lunch. Full 
school uniform is required. 
The cost is £16. 

Wednesday 15th 
Jan 

7pm  at school FoL meeting All parents welcome to 
attend. 

Friday 17th Jan 7pm in the school hall Singalong  
Mamma Mia 

Film night for parents! 
Tickets £5. Refreshments 
for sale. All proceeds will be 
split between 52 Lives and 
Tommy’s. Children welcome 
if accompanied by an adult 
(max 3 children per adult). 

Thursday 23rd Jan 

 

3-5pm in the school 
hall 

EYFS creativity 
workshop for parents 

Sign up at reception or 
email 
info@longwoodschool.co.uk 

Nursery, preschool and reception parents are all invited to come and learn how to help your child 
to develop their creativity. This workshop will be a mixture of theory and practical activities, so 
come ready to get involved. Invitation and reply slip attached to 15/11/19 newsletter. 

Friday 7th Feb 7pm in the school hall Bingo Open to all families. Please 
come along, have fun and 
support your FoL. 

Tuesday 3rd –
Wednesday 4th 
March 

Early start and late 
return – times to be 
confirmed 

UKS2 trip to Stratford 
upon Avon 

Initial email sent last half 
term. More details to follow 
soon. 

Friday 20th March 5.45pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

Friday 20th March 5.15pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 


